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Modernism and Time Machines places the fascination with time 
in canonical works of twentieth-century literature and art side-
by-side with the rise of time-travel narratives and alternate 
histories in popular culture.  Both modernism and this cardinal 
trope of science fiction produce a range of effects and insights 
that go beyond the exhilarations of simply sliding back and forth 
in history.  Together the modernist time-obsession and the 
fantasy of moving in time help us to rethink the scales and 
shapes of time, the consistency of timespace, and the nature of 
history.
In seminars with Seattle University faculty as well as faculty 
from the University of Washington, Berkeley, Stanford, UC 
Riverside, Scripps, Rice, Washington and Lee, U Maryland, 
Hamilton, Florida State, and Georgetown, SUSI participants 
encounter new areas of scholarly interest in contemporary 
literary studies, find new paths for their research, and begin to 
design or revise their courses and curricula on US literature 
and culture for their home institutions.
This Fulbright-related Institute, funded by the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs at the US Department of State, 
invites eighteen scholars and teachers of US literature and 
culture from eighteen different countries to Seattle University 
for four weeks of academic residency and two weeks of study 
tour to Berkeley/San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Washington, 
DC.  
Introduction: Modernism, Time Machines, and the Defamiliarization of Time
Chapter 1  The Heterochronic Past and Sidewise Historicity: Pablo Picasso, T. S. Eliot, and Murray Leinster
Chapter 2  Alternate History and the Presence of Other Presents: Virginia Woolf, Philip Dick, and Christopher 
Nolan
Chapter 3 Time Lags and Differential Pace: Bullet Time, William Faulkner, and Jessica Hagedorn
Chapter 4 Temporal Scale, the Far Future, and Inhuman Times: Foresight in Wells and Woolf, Time Travel in 
Olaf Stapledon and Terence Malick
Conclusion
Goals and Objectives
Modernism and Time Machines
(Monograph, Critical Studies in Modernist 
Culture series, Edinburgh UP, 2019)
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